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much d i f f e r e n ce wh e t he r t h i s b e a Ca sh Fu n d o r t h i s be Gen e r a l
Funds. It 's a ll funds. It 's all part of the appropriations
process. We cannot expend LB 692 funds w i thout g o ing through
the appropriation process. That is what was done. I will vote
green for reconsideration to allow Senator Smith to proceed with
FA. . .got m y g l a ss e s on . . . 1360 , b u t I c a nn o t v o t e f o r t he
amendment until after we do a study, and I would certainly urge
the body to do the same T hank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Jensen. Sena tor Er dman,
on th e m o ti o n t o r ec o n s i d e r .

SENATOR ERDMAN: Thank you , M r . President. Memb ers of the
Legislature, I rise in support o f Sen ator Sm ith's m o tion to
r econs i de r a n d , ac t u a l l y , I am g o i ng t o b e i n su p p o r t o f t he
u nder l y i n g am e ndment , AM18 8 4 . I d o , t h ou g h , r e mem be r t he
hearing that we had . I be liev e the bill was LB 468, which
essentially would have been a reauthorization of LB 692. Ther e
was a lot of disc ussion about where dollars should go versus
where t h e y w e r e g o i n g no w, an d i f I r eme m be r b a ck t o my f i r s t
y ear i n t he Le g i s l a t u r e , wh e n t he App r o p r i a t i o n s C o mmi t t e e a nd
the Health Committee sat down, time after time a fter time the
mentality was let 's p ut som ething together and let's try and
hold t o ge t h e r wh a t i t i s we ' r e d o i ng h e r e s o we d o n ' t r u n t he
risk of losing those dollars for whatever reason, either for the
f ac t t ha t we ' r e u s i n g t h em f o r Ge n e r a l Fu n d p r o g r a m s l i k e o t h e r
s ta te s h a v e d o n e a n d r u n t h e r i s k o f l o s i n g ou r d o l l a r s , o r t h a t
we get ourselves in a situation where we' re overspending o n an
annual basis to whe r e the am o unt o f dollars tha t we a re
projecting to bring in as revenue from interest isn't something
that we can sup port . Becau s e if we take money out of the
t obacco s et t l em e n t , t h at p o t e n t i a l l y r ed u c e s t he am o un t o f mo n e y
that we have or the number of years we have to extend t h is, as
Senato r J en s en ca l l s i t , $ 5 0 mi l l i o n Ca s h Fu n d s av i n g s . I f we
e ver l o se t h a t mo n e y , w e ' r e t a l k i ng a b o ut t r y i ng t o f i gu r e o u t a
way t o f u n d t he se p r og r a m s o u t o f Ge n e r a l Fu n d s . Bu t I ' l l say
this. The re was not a speci fic, and I do remember the
i nd i v i d u a l t h a t t e s t i f i e d , t h e r e wa s no t a sp e c i f i c so l u t i on
presented a t the hear ing either. I a ls o remember during the
d iscu s s i o n wi t h i n t h e He a l t h Co mmi t t e e t h a t i f we g c do wn t h i s
p ath , i f we b eg i n t o eq u a l i z e wh a t h a pp e n s i n Om ah a b e t w e e n
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